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[bookmark: _Toc184052688][bookmark: _Toc178533742][bookmark: _Toc178534221][bookmark: _Toc178534915]The new Mercedes-Benz VLE: Focus on sustainability
With its newly developed VAN Electric Architecture (VAN.EA), Mercedes-Benz Vans is paving the way towards a more sustainable future. The VLE is the first vehicle based on this architecture. It reduces the carbon footprint over its entire lifecycle by more than 60 percent[endnoteRef:1] compared to a V-Class. This is made possible primarily by a highly efficient all-electric powertrain, an exceptionally low drag coefficient of 0.25, a consistent optimisation of the materials used and the company’s own production processes, as well as the use of renewable charging. Consequently, the VLE marks another important step towards more sustainable mobility in the grand limousine segment. [1:  The information is provisional and will be verified as part of a lifecycle assessment in accordance with DIN EN ISO 14040/14044.] 


Reduction of carbon emissions in production and supply chain

· New battery generation: carbon reduction measures have reduced the carbon footprint of the new lithium-ion battery by around 30 percent compared to conventional production. Many production steps are already net carbon neutral[endnoteRef:2]: for example, electricity from renewable energies is used to manufacture the cathode and cell housing materials. The battery housing and heat sink are made from more than 50 percent recycled aluminium. The battery has a usable energy content of 115 kWh.
 [2:  Net carbon neutral means that CO₂ emissions that are not avoided or reduced at Mercedes-Benz are offset by certified compensation projects. ] 

· Sustainability through repairability: the electrical/electronic components of the high-voltage battery can be repaired in Mercedes-Benz workshops worldwide thanks to comprehensive, service-friendly product design. Optimal accessibility of the E/E components in a dedicated E/E compartment ensures easy access to individual parts. In the event of a fault, replacement of the entire high-voltage battery can therefore often be avoided. A reconditioning process is available for repairs at the cell pack level.

· Use of recycled plastics: 
· Doubling of recycled content compared to the V-Class/EQV.
· On average, up to 30 percent recycled content in heavy plastic components, including bumpers, exterior components, battery covers and underbody covers.
· Sustainable seat covers:
· The genuine leather is tanned without using chrome.
· The ARTICO man-made leather is made from recycled PET bottles, and the upper material consists of at least 50 percent bio-circular raw materials.
· MICROCUT microfibre and other upholstery fabrics contain up to 100 percent recycled materials.
· Use of secondary raw materials: high use of secondary materials in components such as electric drive train, wheels and body shell components.

· Net-carbon-neutral production[endnoteRef:3]: All Mercedes-Benz plants worldwide are already supplied with 100 percent green electricity. This means that the new VLE will also be produced net-carbon-neutral at the Vitoria plant in northern Spain.
 [3:  CO₂-neutral in terms of balance sheet means that CO₂ emissions not avoided or reduced at Mercedes-Benz are offset by certified compensation projects. ] 

Reduction of carbon emissions during use phase

· Range: the electric VLE has a range of over 700 kilometres according to WLTP[endnoteRef:4]. A range of up to 355 kilometres[endnoteRef:5] can be recharged within 15 minutes. In a test drive from Stuttgart to Rome, the VLE covered the 1,000-kilometre route with only two charging stops at 15 minutes each. [4:  The figures are provisional. No confirmed values from an officially recognised testing organisation, EC-type approval or certificate of conformity with official values are available at this time. Deviations between the figures and the official values are possible. ]  [5:  The information is provisional. No confirmed values from an officially recognised testing organisation, EC-type approval or certificate of conformity with official values are available at this time. Deviations between the information and the official values are possible. At DC fast charging stations with 500 amps based on the predicted WLTP range.  ] 


Mercedes-Benz VLE 300 electric | provisional figures: combined energy consumption: 20.4-18.6 kWh/100 km | combined CO₂ emissions: 0 g/km | CO₂ class: A1

· Energy consumption: the new VLE has an energy consumption of less than 20 kWh/100 kilometres (WLTP)³. This is a sensational figure for a grand limousine. It corresponds to a fuel consumption of less than two litres of diesel per 100 kilometres. This is made possible by a highly efficient powertrain with 800-volt technology and optimised aerodynamics. 

· More climate-friendly starting at 35,000 kilometres using renewable energy: if the new VLE is charged exclusively with electricity from renewable energy sources, it is already more climate-friendly than a comparable combustion-engine vehicle from 35,000 kilometres onwards.

· Benchmark aerodynamics: with a drag coefficient of just 0.25, the VLE is at the top of the grand limousine segment. The optimised airflow not only has a positive effect on energy consumption and range but also reduces wind noise in the interior.

· High recuperation power: the new VLE can recover electrical energy with a power output of up to 200 kW during braking. This contributes significantly to increasing the range.

· Standard multi-source heat pump: combines efficiency with high thermal comfort. The air-side heat pump uses waste heat from the electric drive system and battery, as well as ambient air, to heat the interior. It requires only about one-third of the electrical energy that a comparable electric auxiliary heater would need for the same heating output under the same conditions. In the VLE, the heat pump supplies up to two additional systems in the rear of the vehicle in addition to the front heating/air conditioning system, enabling the large cabin to be heated effectively.

· Equipped for bidirectional charging: the VLE is ready for connection to the power grid. When connected to a compatible bidirectional DC charging station, it can, for example, store solar power for later use or serve as a power supplier, either vehicle-to-home (V2H) or vehicle-to-grid (V2G). 

· Access to one of the world’s largest charging networks: MB.CHARGE Public[endnoteRef:6] gives customers of Mercedes-Benz electric vehicles and plug-in hybrid models in over 35 countries on four continents easy access to one of the world’s largest charging networks: over 2.7 million charging points[endnoteRef:7] from more than 1,500 charging-station operators. More than 950,000 of these charging points are located in Europe, including over 160,000 in Germany. Mercedes-Benz is continuously expanding the charging network through its own activities to establish public charging infrastructures worldwide. Around 45,000 charging points in the global Mercedes-Benz Charging Network and the IONITY, IONNA and IONCHI joint ventures are to be established in Europe, North America and China by the end of the decade.
 [6:  In order to use the MB.CHARGE Public digital extra, a separate customer charging contract with a selected third-party provider is required. ]  [7:  The number of charging points may vary depending on the vehicle model. For example, some models require a 400V/800V converter, the availability of which depends on the equipment and the country.] 

· [bookmark: _Hlk214870007]Renewable charging: Mercedes‑Benz is consistently committed to using electricity from renewable energies. Renewable charging is an integral part of MB.CHARGE Public[endnoteRef:8] in Europe, Canada, the USA and China. If electricity from renewable energies is not yet available at the respective charging station, MB.CHARGE Public uses green electricity certificates. These ensure that an equivalent amount of electricity from renewable energies is fed into the power grid for charging processes via MB.CHARGE Public. These are exclusively green electricity certificates from wind and solar power plants[endnoteRef:9] that are less than six years old[endnoteRef:10]. Renewable charging is also a key component of the Mercedes-Benz Charging Network. Wherever possible, this is handled primarily through green electricity supply contracts or the use of green electricity certificates. [8:  To use the MB.CHARGE Public digital extra, a separate customer-owned charging contract with a selected third-party provider is required.]  [9:  EKOenergy in Europe, Green-e in North America]  [10:  Guaranteed in all countries except the United Kingdom and Poland.] 


Sustainability through digitalisation

· Navigation with Electric Intelligence: the system plans the fastest and most convenient route, including charging stops, and reacts dynamically to numerous factors such as traffic jams or changes in driving style. MBUX visualises the current battery capacity, shows the estimated charging costs per charging stop and provides energy-saving tips. 

· DIGITAL LIGHT: The next generation of DIGITAL LIGHT features micro-LED technology and a powerful chip – for increased brightness while cutting energy consumption in half.


Contact:
Florian Hofmann, +49 160 86 93 546,florian.hofmann@mercedes-benz.com 
Ralph Wagenknecht, +49 160 86 58 077, ralph.wagenknecht@mercedes-benz.com

Mercedes-Benz Anniversary Year “140 Years of Innovation”
Since Carl Benz filed the patent for the first automobile 140 years ago and Gottlieb Daimler built his motorised carriage shortly afterwards, Mercedes‑Benz has dedicated itself to constantly innovate and to create the world’s most desirable cars for customers. This ambition has driven every innovation – from the world's first automobile in 1886 to today's intelligent and safe electric vehicles, like the all-new GLC and the award-winning all-new CLA. With the new S-Class, the company continues the biggest product launch programme in its history. With its passion for performance and pioneering power, excellence and an unwavering commitment to customer service, the brand has consistently shaped the future of mobility. The result goes well beyond engineering achievement – it creates the unmistakable feeling that leads through everything Mercedes‑Benz does: Welcome home.

Mercedes-Benz is celebrating 140 years of innovation by driving three new S-Class saloons on a trans-continental journey to 140 locations worldwide. Each place highlights the brand’s technology, heritage, pioneering spirit and worldwide presence. Along the way customers, fans and colleagues will get to join in the celebrations - on an epic adventure that will run until October. Follow the “140 Years. 140 Places” drive across six continents on our “140 years of innovation | Mercedes-Benz Media” special and via the Mercedes-Benz Community.

Further information about Mercedes-Benz is available at www.mercedes-benz.com and on our 
LinkedIn channel under Mercedes-Benz AG | LinkedIn. 
Press information and digital services for journalists and multipliers can be found on our 
Mercedes-Benz Media online platform at media.mercedes-benz.com.


Mercedes-Benz AG at a glance
Mercedes‑Benz AG is part of the Mercedes‑Benz Group AG with a total of around 164,000 employees worldwide and is responsible for the global business of Mercedes‑Benz Cars and Mercedes‑Benz Vans. Ola Källenius is Chairman of the Board of Management of Mercedes‑Benz AG. The company focuses on the development, production and sales of passenger cars, vans and vehicle-related services. Furthermore, the company aspires to be the leader in the fields of electric mobility and vehicle software. The brand portfolio of Mercedes-Benz Cars includes the Mercedes-Benz brand, as well as Mercedes-AMG, Mercedes-Maybach, and the G-Class product brand. Mercedes‑Benz AG is one of the world's largest manufacturers of high-end passenger cars. In 2025 it sold more than 2,1 million passenger cars and vans. In its two business segments, Mercedes‑Benz AG is continually expanding its worldwide production network with around 30 production sites on four continents. As sustainability is the guiding principle of the Mercedes‑Benz strategy and for the company itself, this means creating lasting value for all stakeholders: for customers, employees, investors, business partners and society as a whole. The basis for this is the sustainable business strategy of the Mercedes‑Benz Group. The company thus takes responsibility for the economic, ecological and social effects of its business activities and looks at the entire value chain.
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